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MONTHLY  FOOD    SUPPLY    RER)RT    -    SEPTEMBER  1946 


The  r.epternber  survey  of  the  adequacy  of  food  supplies  reflects  significant 
chancres  in  the  availability  of  foods  as  compared  ivith  the  previous  month. 
Decline?  in  the  availability  of  fresh  and  cured  meats  were  observed  while  in- 
creases in  the  general  availability  of  many  canned  and  frozen  fruits  and  vegetables 
■vere  apparent.    For  the  country  as  a  vhole  supplies  of  canned  fruits,  pineapple 
juice,  canned  corn,  canned  tomatoes  and  tomato  juice,  frozen  f raits,  raisins,  dry 
beans,  veal  and  lamb,  canned  meats  and  fish,  margarine,  lard,  shortening,  salad 
oils,  soaps  and  washing  pov^ders,  rice,  and  corn  meal  were  not  siifficient  to  meet 
general  demaids.    The  supply  of  sugar  was  not  meeting  ration  demand.    Other  items 
were  adequate  or  surplus.    Irish  potatoes  were  surplus  in  29  percent  of  the  report- 
ing areas  and  cabbage  was  surplus  in  12  percent. 

The  203  reports  summarized  in  this  analysis-?. are  based  on  information  gathered  by 
field  representatives  of  the  Productian  and  Marketing  Administration  during,  the  . 
first  week  of  May  at  meetings  of  food  advisory  committees  and  by  direct  communi- 
cation v.lth  the  food  trades.    The  number  of  area  reports  received  from  each  of  the 
five  regions  is  as  follows:  northeast  29,  midv/est  61,  south  42,  southwest  38, 
and  v.est  35. 

The  analysis,  as  in  the  past,  is  divided  into  three  parts.      Part  I  is  a  narrative 
sumnary  of  the  month's  developments.    Part  II  sets  forth  percentage  figures  for 
each  region,  dividing  comrT'Odities  into  three  groups:     generally  scarce,  generally 
adequate,  and  unbalanced.    It  must  be  remembered  that  these  percentages  are  based 
on  the  number  of  areas  reporting  the  situation,  rather  than  on  quantitive  measu:^'es. 
Furtherm.ore,  each  area  report  is  given  equal  wei^t  in  computing  regional  and 
U.  S.  totals.    Thus,  shortage  situations  or  differences  among  regions  may  be  ex- 
aggerated.   Part  III  shows  the  food  availability  situfeisibnnin  28  selected  locali- 
ties. ' 

The  three  categories  of  adequacy  of  supplies  used  in  this  survey  are  defined  as 
follows: 

Scarce:    Supply  is  less  than  three-quarters  of 
current  dem^d. 

Adequate : Supply  is  m.ore  than  three-quarters  of  current 

demand  but  not  sufficiently  in  excess  of  demand 
to  cause  excessive  inventories. 


Surplus:  Supplies  available  in  quantities  greater  than 

demand.  Inventories  heavy  and  rapidly  becoming 
excessive  in  vievr  of  current  level  of  dem.snd. 


PART  I  -  ADEQUACY  OF  FOCD  SUPPLIES 


Fruits  and  Vegetables 

Car.ned  Fruits;      Canned  fruits  romsincd  scarce  in  alr.ost  all  areas  'during  early 
September  .    Pr-jit  coclrtail,  pears  and  pineapple  were  scarce  in  99  porcont  of 
th3  reporting  areas  and  peaches  v/erc   scarce  in  93  percent.     Some  improvement 
v'as  observed  iii  the  availability  of  con^'Bd  poaches  in  the  south. 

Canned  Juice  ;     Supplies  of  grape f nut  juice,  oranre  juice,  and  orange -rjrape- 
fnj>.it  blended  juice  continued  to  be  sufficient  to  nset  the  denan  d  in  practically 
all  areas.     Pineapple  juice  was  scarce  in  98  percent  of  the  reporting  areas 
sv^owing  little  change  from  a  month  earlier*     Tomato   juice  was  scarce  in  about-*' 
one -half    of  the  areas  thlroughout  the  country. 

Canned  Ve  go  tables  :    Canned  green  and  w  ax  beans    and  c  an -ts  d  peas  v/ere  generally 
a(^ oqu at e  t h ro u ghou t  the  countrvr  shcring  an  increase  in  availability  compared 
with  the  previoas  month.     C^n'Ted  corn  was  scarce  in  66  percent  of  the  reporting 
areas  and  canned  tanatocQs    v/ere  scarce  in  88  porcont. 

Frozen  Foods:      Although  suprilies  of  frozen  fruits  were  generally  scarce  for 
the  country  as  a  wholo  some  increase  in  the  availability  was  observed.  Frozen 
apricots  \vere  scarce  in  36  }X3rccnt  of  the  reporting  areas;   'frozen  peaches  in 
Ii6  percent;  and  frozen  strawberries  jxi  65  percent.     These  compare  with  5*^* 
I.19  and  7^1  percent  reporting  scarce  last  m.onth .     Frc.en  lima  beans  were  reported 
scarce   in  60  percent  of  the  reporting  areas  during  earl}''  September  as  ccnparcd 
to  72  percent  the   previous  m.onth.    ^rozon  snap  bjans,  frozen  corn,  frozen  peas, 
and  frozen  spinach  were   adequate  or  suplus  in  85,  7->  82  and  89  percent  of  the 
reporting  areas  respectively. 

Dried  ^oods:      The  supr.ly  of  dried  pr'unos  was  adoqua'e  in  J2  percent  of  the 
reporting  areas  throughout  the  country  —about  fro  same  as  during  early 
August.     Raisins  wore  scarce  in  6I  porcont  of  the  areas  compared  to  57  percent 
during  the  previoi;is  month.    Dry  beans  were  scarce   in  91  porcont  of  the  areas 
reflecting  a  decline   in  availability  as  compared  x'.lth  a  mconth  ago. 

Fresh  Foods  :  Irish  potatoes  and  cabbngo  woi-e  adequate   or  surplus  in  all  re- 
porting areas  during  early  September.     Irish  potatoes  vrcre  reported  surplus  in 
2'9  percent  and  cabbage  in  12  percent   of  the  reporting  areas  for  the  coiantry 
as  a  whole.     Significant  surpluses  of  potatoes  xvoro   observed  in  each  of  the 
five  regions  reporting.    Fresh  oranges  '»;cro  adequate  or  surplus  in  93  porcont 
of  the  areas. 

Teats:     Significant  declines  in  the  availability  of  meats  were  reported  during 
the  fi.  rst  vjoek  of  September  canpan3d  mth  the  p-evicus  m.onth.     Boof  steaks, 
roasts  and  ham.burger  v/oro  scarce  in  aboi'.t  5^  percent  of  the  reporting  areas 
as  comipared  with  about  5  percent  in  August,    '/"cal  and   lamb  steaks,  roasts,  and 
chops  were  scarce  in  39  percent  of  the  reporting  areas.     Pork  loin,  chops  and 
roasts  ■-vore  scarce  in  6I  porcont  of  the  areas  as  com  pared  to  29  percent  in 
August.     The  proportion  of  areas  reporting  a  scarcity  of  fresh  ham  and  shoulder 
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incroasod  frcm  37  F^rccnt  in  August  '  o  65  percent  in  osr  ly  Soptomter  • 

Curod  hom  and  shouldor,  scltod  fat'cuts,  nnd  bacon  v/cro  scarce  in  77»  65  ond 
88  percent  cf  the  areas,  respectively,  ?n  early  September.    CoTd  cuts  of  meats 
vraro  meeting  the  demand  genera  1  ly  thrcupih  a;.t  the  c  o^jnt  ry  whi le  canned  moats 
were   scarce  in  39  percent  of  the  reporting  areas? 

Fish  :      Fresh  and  frozen  fish  vrero  generally  meeting  the  demands  in  only  three 
of  tVb  five  regions  as  the  south'-vest  andvrest  reported  scarce  in  3h  f^nd  36  per- 
cent  of  the  areas,  rospectivel  y.    Canned  salmon,  tune,  and   sardi:-:es  remained 
scarce  in  practically  ell  areas. 

Dairy  pro  due  ts  ;     Supplies     of  butter  continued  adequate   or  surplus  in  9^4-  per- 
cent of  the   re^rting  areas  during  early  Septeiriber  and  cheeses  of  all  types 
were  adequate  in  85  percent  of  the  areas o    The  supnly  of  evaporated  milk  im- 
proved generally  as  81  percent  of  the  areas  reported  adequate. 

Fat s  a ni    Oi Is  ;     yargarine  supplies  continued  to  be  insuf f'i cient  to  meet  demand 
in  about  95  pierce nt  o'  the  reporting  areas.     Lard  ari3  shortening  were  scarce 
in  83  pnd  91  percent  of  the  arc  as,  respectively,  while  salad  oils  were  scarce 
in  99  percent  of  the  areas. 

Soaps  :  Soaps  and  v.Tishi  ng  pcvvdors  wero  ge  nerall y  s  carcc  throughout  the  country, 
^'o  significant  ohan'-ec  were  observed  during  the  period, 

Sug  ar :      Sugar  supplios  vrere  not  mcet-'ng  the  ration  demand  for  the  country'' 
as  a  ^"fhole  durinr  early  Septr.mbcr  ani  general  ."carcities  vroro  reported  in 
the  northeast,  south,  and  southwest. 

ether  Items  ;     Shell  eggs  v/or  e  reporto':^.  adq-aa.te  or  surelus  in  87  oercent  of 
the  areas  in  September-   &s  compared  to  92  in  August.     Chicken  was  adequate 
or  surplus  in  93  percent  of  the  areas  showing  little  chan'ge  from  a  m.onth 
earlier.    Rice  cont  nued  scarce  in  pr  act  i  cal  ly  all  reporting  areas.     Corn  meal 
sunnlies  wore  insufficient  to  meet  demand   ^n  71  percent  cf  the  areas  V'fhxle 
v;heat  flour  and  bread  v/ere  adequa'-e  in  92  and  98  percent  of  the  reporting  areas, 
respectively. 
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FOODS  mT  ARE  ^-El■yEi^/.LLY  SCARCE  (A)  --  rerorted  scarce  by  at  least  one- third  of 
the  rire?s  in  p11  five  reri'-ir^s.  optional  firrurss  are  h£sec  on  the  cctual  number 
of  areas  reocrtinp.,  on'-l  are  nnt  pvsrcp-e?  of  the  rep-ional  nercenta'^es. 
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FOQLiS  WJ.T  .'.RE  0£::tRlLLY  ADEQU/'TE  (B)  --  repo'-te^  in  adeauate  or  surplus  supply 
by  iporo  thin  ttvo-tMrr's  r^f  the  p.rcas  in  r11  five  re'-ioriF,    Percentap;es  starred 
incli'dc  10  pcr'-ent  or  rfi'^re  "surplxis"  reports;  those  double -s to rred  include  25 
percent  or  mre.    NatioTiol  fimres  ore  based  on  the  octual  number  of  areas  re- 
porting and  aro  not  ave~ac'"»s  of  the  regional  percentcees. 


Percent  T?RPortinp:  Adenuate  or  Surplus  Supplies 
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94 

FOCCS  TiiliT  ATE  OTy]=.AL/*KCED  (U)  --  reported  cdeouate  or  surplus  in  more  than  tr 'o- 
thirds  of  the  Fre?s  ^n  ona  to  four  regions,  scarce  in  other  regions.  National 
ficriires  pre  toscd  on  the  actual  number  of  areas  reporting,  and  are  not  averages 
of  the  regional  poroent»^ges« 


Percent  Reporting  Adequate  or  Surplus  Supplies 
Frui'-s  and  Vf  n-cf^-bles  U,  S.        l\  E.        If.  S.  S.  W. 
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